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helps to inspire in him the profound reflection with
which he ends Regards sur le monde actueL "Does not
humanity, intellectual and logical though it is, yet
incapable of sacrificing its whims to knowledge or its
hatred to its sufferings, conduct itself like a swarm of
wretched and ridiculous insects, inevitably drawn to-
wards the flame?" All the more reason this for striving
for measure and good sense, in trying to outline for
humanity the lessons that history teaches. And though
the philosopher was a pessimist yet the poet never lost
confidence. "The wind is rising: we must strive to
live."

To avoid the frustration which faced Valery, a frus-
tration the more possible since Canada, seen from one
point of view, offers the picture of a hybrid country,
great care must be exercised not to confuse history with
story, history books with text books, historians with
either history teachers or novelists. In this connection,
while recognizing that in a country like Canada it is
important to use history to secure and maintain a true
national life, it would be dangerous to pretend that one
could achieve that end by means of one textbook, uni-
form in all the provinces, from Atlantic to Pacific. Nine
out of ten textbooks in English, authorized for use in
the elementary and secondary schools of the country,
may ignore the fact that French is an official language
in Ottawa and say no word of Article 93 of the Con-
stitution which relates to schools for minorities estab-
lished before 1867. The majority of textbooks in
English may devote no more than four or five out of
230 or 240 pages to the history of the French regime
and pass rapidly over the parliamentary struggles
which took place between 1791 and 1837. The greater